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| don’t know about you, but these days |
compare prices of more items than ever
before. | know the price of every gas station
on my regular routes, and | know which ones
are generally less than others. 1I’ll even buy
$5.00 worth of gas at one station so | can
make it to the cheaper station! | compare
places and/or products all the time. So it’s
not surprising that | compare myself to others
as well. | compare myself as a mother,
teacher, wife, housewife, daughter and
friend. And not to surprising, | feel | come up
short more often than not. | think “Where
does she find the time to keep her house so
clean,” and “How come her children always
seem to listen.” And then comes the
inevitable “What am | doing wrong!” Now in
me this happens so fast, so quietly, in my
mind, | rarely realize I’m doing it. Yet, when
I hear my children do this | am quick to

If you want your children to succeed,
Show them how to fail.
If you want them to be happy,
Show them how to be sad.
If you want them to be healthy,
Show them how to be sick.

If you want them to have much,
Show them how to enjoy little.
Parents who hide failure, deny loss,
And berate themselves for weakness, have
nothing to teach their children.
But parents who reveal themselves,
In all of their humanness,
Become heroes.

For children look to these parents

And learn to love themselves.
Parents Tao Te Ching

remind them of their unique and wonderful
gifts; that each person is different, not better
or worse. Our focus in Family Ministry last
month was centered around remembering our
uniqueness. Every week we did projects that
encouraged - Free to Be Me. We each made
fruit mandalas, compared them, and them
discussed how each was different even though
we used the same ingredients. We played
games, how many ways can we cross the room
without repeating what others have done
before us; and stories “You Are Special by “
Max Lucado®. | actually referred to this story
the other day. To paraphrase the story - each
wooden doll lived in the village and every day
they would place stars on those with beauty
and talent and dots on those without. Until
one day a wooden doll came to the village with
no dots or stars. One of the wooden dolls
wanted to know how that could be and she
answered that she did not believe in them, so
they would not stick. So, when my older son
was getting upset by something someone had
said, | reminded him of the story; “It’s your
choice, you can take THEIR opinion and keep it
for your own OR you can say Thanks for
Sharing, and go on your way.”

We judge others by their actions and
ourselves by our intentions. Reverend Jody
related this quote, and it still rings in my ears.
So compare gas, shoes, school supplies and
grocery prices to your hearts content, just
leave your self out.

You are a unique expression of God,
there is one and only you, today tomorrow
and for always.



Are in 6™ though 12® Grade???

Text Sarah Martin,

the cool,
new blued and tattooed
teen leader to find out all the new
happenings:

510-8803

My Favorite Things.....

Once a week a child closes his eyes and
chooses the virtue of the week. Then we
read the card and move on to other
readings. Then once a day we read a little
more about that virtue and notice when
they are portraying that during the week.

What | love about the Virtues Project
www.virtureproject.com

Is that | can impart a little bit of
information at a time, and over time | am
touching on all those qualities that | want
to impress upon my children with out
being a lecturer!

We have extra books you can look at in
the Family Ministry — just ask Barbara
Roeckel, we’d be happy to lend them.

UpcomingEvents

(CSL Women's Fellowship meeting
Thursday, September 25"
6:30pm at CSL

Original Art Work Fundraiser
for Family Ministry
the children will be making original art
which can be turned into notecards, tiles,
quilt blocks ete. look for information at
the Sign in Desk

Have FUN -1 - once a month!

Play group games

Help with arts and crafts

Organize Monthly Outings

Sing songs and play with Children
2 and under

Contact Barbara Roeckel -
359-7760 or grab her after service



